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Diggin’ it... Special duty pay

Extra cash for command
chiefs, first sergeants

Beginning Oct. 1, qualified com-
mand chief master sergeants and
first sergeants will be eligible to re-
ceive special duty assignment pay,
Air Force personnel officials said.

Charleston AFB active-duty and
Reserve members may qualify for the
monthly SDAP of $110 for first ser-
geants and $165 for command chief
master sergeants.

SDAP is paid for enlisted duties
that are designated as extremely dif-
ficult or involve an unusual degree of
responsibility.

“This is a long overdue benefit that
the shirts and CCMs should have
started receiving
a long time ago,”
said Senior Mas-
ter Sgt. Winston
Moses, 437th Civil
Engineer Squad-
ron first ser-
geant.  “We have
to attend a lot of mandatory functions
that we pay for out of pocket.  This
incentive pay will help cover some of
those costs.”

The proposal is a result of the re-
cent Corona South, a meeting of top
Air Force commanders and leader-
ship.  Air Force officials determined
paying SDAP to command chief mas-
ter sergeants and first sergeants was
appropriate to tangibly recognize the
greater expectations the institution
places upon them while serving in
these key roles.

“I think it’s great,” said Senior
Master Sgt. Bruce Blodgett, 437th Sup-
ply Squadron first sergeant.  “It’s a

super thing to reward those senior
NCO’s who have stepped up to this
special duty and level of responsibil-
ity.”

The top-ranking Air Force enlisted
member supports the additional pay
for qualified personnel.

“We’ve come to place a very high
degree of responsibility on our first
sergeants,” said Chief Master Sgt. of
the Air Force, Jim Finch.  “The Air
Force expects a lot from them and
their people expect even more.  This
is a way of recognizing their excep-
tional contribution to our service.”

Air Force officials said the special
duty assignment
pay is based on the
following criteria:

 First ser-
geants must have
completed the
First Sergeant
Academy and be

serving in Special Duty Identifier
8F000

 Command chief master sergeants
must be serving in SDI 9E000

 Individuals must be master ser-
geants and above

 Individuals must serve in an
authorized billet

 Members must be eligible, quali-
fied and certified by the unit com-
mander

Individuals serving in an additional
duty capacity are ineligible for the
SDAP, officials said.

  (AFPN.  Capt. Beth Szucs, 437
AW Public Affairs contributed to
this article.)

For more information about the
SDAP for command chief master
sergeants and first sergeants,
contact the military personnel
flight at 963-4515.

CAFB slotted to acquire more C-17s, support personnel
According to a recently re-

leased force structure an-
nouncement, Charleston
AFB will see a boost in man-
power authorizations in fis-
cal year 2002.

This announcement ad-
dresses fiscal 2002 force
structure, realignment and
management actions result-
ing from mission changes,
adjustments for efficiency,

and both congressional and
presidential directives.

Of the 144 incoming per-
sonnel, 114 military and 2
civilians will be assigned to
support operations for the first
three of 12 C-17A
Globemaster III aircraft due
to arrive throughout fiscal
year 2003.  The incoming
positions will range from air-
crew to maintenance support

for the aircraft and the even-
tual stand-up of another C-17
squadron.

In July 2000, CAFB deacti-
vated it’s last C-141 Starlifter
squadron, which resulted in
the loss of manpower.  As the
base acquires more C-17s, it
is getting some of these posi-
tions back.  By 2004, the base
will have a total of 54 C-17s.
The base presently has 40.

“The placement of support
personnel for new aircraft is
usually about three months
prior to the arrival of the ac-
tual aircraft,” said Tona Cook,
chief of the 437th Airlift Wing
Manpower Office.

Of the remaining 28 posi-
tions, 13 personnel will be
assigned to various squad-
rons, focusing on those with
high Air Expeditionary Force

deployment rates.
“More than likely, the posi-

tions will go to units with high
deployment rates,” Cook said,
“such as the 437th Aerial Port
and Security Forces Squad-
rons.”

One more position will be
added to the 437th Mainte-
nance Support Squadron Pre-

See C-17, page 3
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By Tech. Sgt.
Vicky Wetzel
437 AW Claims Office

Charleston AFB claims
settlement authorities may
pay for intentional damage to
property, including vehicles,
at quarters and other autho-
rized places on the installa-
tion.

However, these claims are
only payable in certain lim-
ited situations.  The Air Force
is not liable just because an
incident occurs on base.

Personnel must secure all
personal property to ensure
potential claims will be paid
should a loss or damage oc-
cur.  Doors to office areas
should be locked when not
occupied. Members perform-
ing duty in open areas should
secure their property, such
as by keeping
wallets or
checkbooks
on their per-
son or in their
automobile,
which should

be locked at all times when it
is not occupied.

When a loss or damage oc-
curs, members should report
the loss or damage to the 437th

Security Forces Squadron or
other law enforcement per-
sonnel immediately.

Due to the mobility of ve-
hicles, settlement authori-
ties require a higher degree
of independent evidence than
in other cases to show the
vandalism actually occurred
on base.  Such evidence nor-
mally consists of physical evi-
dence verified by a police re-
port, a statement from a wit-
ness, or other similar evi-
dence.

The Personnel Claims Act
specifically provides that
settlement authorities may
pay claims only if no part of
the loss or damage was caused

by any negli-
gent or
wrongful act
of the claim-
ant or an
agent or em-
ployee of the

claimant.
The term agent or employee

includes spouses and family
members.  Settlement au-
thorities consider failure to
use reasonable care to se-
cure and protect property as
negligence.

If a claimant’s negligence
was a cause of their loss or
damage, settlement authori-
ties deny payment of the
claim, even if other causes of
the loss or damage exist.
Negligence is a crucial issue
in theft and vandalism cases.

Because the Personnel
Claims Act is not intended to
be a substitute for private
insurance or to benefit pri-
vate insurers, claimants with
insurance coverage for all or
part of their loss or damage
are required to file a claim
against their insurance com-
pany prior to filing a claim
with the Air Force.

After the insurance com-
pany settles the claim, the
claims office will need a copy
of all correspondence with the
insurance company includ-

ing how much was paid.
The claims office highly

encourages insurance cover-
age for all valuable personal
property to increase chances
of recovery in cases where
the Air Force cannot pay a
claim.

Several documents are
needed to file a claim for dam-
aged or missing property due
to theft or vandalism.

 DD Form 1842 - Claim for
Personal Property Damage

 DD Form 1844 - Sched-
ule of Property and Claim
Analysis Chart

 Police report or blotter
entry

 Verification of Authorized
Quarters, which may be ob-
tained from Base Housing
Office or Dorm Manager

 Proof of ownership, which
is required for all items worth
over $50

 Proof of vehicle owner-
ship, i.e. copy of registration
or title

 Insurance documenta-
tion to include either a copy
of the declarations page of

the policy showing the item
is not covered or an itemized
statement from the insurer
showing any payment or de-
nial of claim

 Two written estimates of
repair for vehicle claims

 Civil enigeer work order
for damages to personal prop-
erty in base quarters

 Photos if any
 The claims office will per-

form an inspection.  If the
claim is for damage to a ve-
hicle, the member must bring
his or her vehicle to the Base
Claims Office, Bldg. 1600,
Room 115, for inspection prior
to having any repairs accom-
plished; call the Claims Of-
fice at 963-5281 or 963-5282
to schedule an appointment

 Damages to any other
personal property should not
be repaired prior to settle-
ment of the claim without
the consent of Claims Office
personnel

The statute of limitations
for filing a theft or vandalism
claim is two years from the
date of the incident.

For more information
regarding theft or van-
dalism claims, call the
Claims Office at 963-
5281.

Damage to property on base doesn’t always make AF responsibleDamage to property on base doesn’t always make AF responsibleDamage to property on base doesn’t always make AF responsibleDamage to property on base doesn’t always make AF responsibleDamage to property on base doesn’t always make AF responsible

The Air Force has announced nine
initiatives designed to promote aware-
ness of drug abuse and educate people
on the problem.

The initiatives are the result of
the Air Force Inspector General’s con-
cerns about what appeared to be ris-
ing drug abuse trends in the Air Force,
especially in the area of new “club
drugs.”

The inspector general tasked the
IG special investigations director-
ate to pool together various experts
and determine if there was, in fact,
an increase in the drug abuse trend,
and if so, why.  The Air Force Drug
Abuse Reduction Team was created
in October 2000 to address those
questions.

The team, composed of air staff-
level experts from legal, medical, se-
curity forces, personnel, public af-
fairs, recruiting, Air Force Office of
Special Investigations and the Re-
serve and National Guard compo-
nents, began meeting in November,
said Maj. Janice Pegram, AF DART
team chief.

The team’s goal was to attack the
problem from a variety of angles, fo-
cusing on prevention and deterrence,
she said.

With respect to IG concerns about
increased drug use, AF DART has

AF studies possible rising trend in drug abuse
The IG’s concerns about more drugs in the Air Force prompted experts to come together.
The findings indicate higher drug use and better testing results.

determined the number of Air Force
members identified as abusing drugs
is growing.  The higher number can
be attributed to higher use and better
detection through testing and inves-
tigations, Pegram said.

The team came up with the follow-
ing recommendations and initiatives
the service can implement to help
reverse the drug abuse trend:

 Recommend the Defense De-
partment test recruits at military en-
trance processing stations for the
same drugs the Air Force tests for;
currently, DOD only tests for mari-
juana and cocaine;  the Air Force
tests for marijuana, cocaine, amphet-
amines, methamphetamines, PCP,
LSD, opiates and barbiturates; addi-
tionally, they test for ecstasy when
the methamphetamine test is posi-
tive

 Emphasize the periodic use of
Air Force-wide weekend and holiday
urinalysis testing, for detection and
deterrence of club drugs

 Expand instruction at squadron,
group and wing commander courses
and add officer professional military
education classes; emphasis will be
put on commanders’ options and the
impact of drug abuse on readiness
and mission

 Field a standardized substance

abuse prevention awareness program
at all Air Force bases

 Design commander’s call topics
that discuss the effects substance
abuse has on health and the poten-
tial consequences of using drugs in
the military

 Highlight zero tolerance, in-
creased drug testing and integrity
issues with internal media to pro-
mote awareness within the Air Force
community

 Continue with Air Force chief of
staff messages that focus on drug
abuse and readiness, the importance
of drug testing, drug prevention ac-
tivities and commander involvement
and responsibility

 Create awareness videos on top-
ics such as the chief of staff’s expec-
tations on drug abuse and the ad-
verse effects of drug use on the body

 Establish the judge advocate gen-
eral as the Air Force focal point to
integrate drug abuse data from vari-
ous Air Force agencies and deter-
mine drug trends

Based on the statistics, Pegram
said the population most at risk for
drug abuse is people in the ranks of E-
1 through E-4.

In a memo to commanders, Gen.
Michael Ryan, Air Force chief of staff,
urged commanders to take innova-

tive approaches to the drug problem.
He said the rising negative trends in
drug abuse by airmen are trouble-
some.

“We need to be fair, firm and proac-
tive as we enforce our standards,”
Ryan said.

Ryan also told commanders to en-
sure they leveraged initiatives like
the Limited Privilege Suicide Pre-
vention Program or the Alcohol Drug
Abuse and Treatment Program.

“We can save lives and sometimes
careers with programs like these,”
said Ryan. “Use them.  That’s why
they are there.”

This program is a positive thing,
Pegram said.

“We’re not looking at drug abuse
from a punitive standpoint, but, in-
stead are looking at ways to help our
troops stay away from drugs in the
first place,” she said.  “We believe we
can do that with good education pro-
grams on the potentially devastating
physiological and mental effects of
drug abuse, a clear understanding of
the reasons for zero tolerance and
widespread awareness of the stiff
punishments and consequences if
you’re caught using drugs.”

The team hopes to have all initia-
tives implemented by summer 2002,
Pegram said.  (AFPN)



Aug. 10, 2001 Airlift Dispatch 33333

By Jennifer Cavender
437 AW Public Affairs

Charleston AFB will ceremonially
cut a ribbon to celebrate renovations
to the base nature trail in early Sep-
tember.

The six-year, $100,000 project was
designed to create a natural trail,
similar to ones at local county parks,
on CAFB.

“What we have done is modeled
what can be seen in other county
parks,” said Alvaro Urrutia, chief of
the Plans and Programs section of the
437th Civil Engineer Squadron Envi-
ronmental Flight.

However, the
area devoted to the
trail is very limited.
“Given those re-
strictions, we are
trying to enhance
nature awareness
the best that we can,” Urrutia said.

According to Keith Thompson, natu-
ral resource program manager for
the environmental flight, for the past
30 days, a privately contracted com-
pany has been adding new features to
the trail to entice the base population
to experience the nature that exists
within the gates of CAFB.

“This is one way we can make
people realize the nature that exists

Nature finds its
way on base

in their own backyard,” Thompson
said.  “And it’s right here on base.”

The numerous additions will ac-
commodate nature lovers, animal
watchers, joggers and picnickers,
according to Thompson.

“Three hundred-fifty feet of board-
walk have been added, along with
seven benches along the path for
people to sit and have lunch.  Seven
new interpretive signs have also been
put up to point out the animals and
plants that are on the trail,” said
Thompson.

The signs show pictures of white
tail deer, gray squirrels, wetland birds
and the tracks of various animals
that can be seen on the trail.

In order to keep the trail and the
surrounding wooded area clean, no
trash receptacles have been in-
stalled.

“We welcome
people to bring
their lunch to the
trail, as long as
they take a trash
bag to collect their
garbage and take

it with them,” Urrutia said.  “That is
very important for people to know.”

Currently, Urrutia and Thompson
are solely responsible for keeping the
trail clean and free of any debris or
trash.  Once the trail is finished, they
will be asking for volunteers who will
be willing to help.

“Everyone is invited out to walk the
trail or to just look at nature,” Urrutia
said.  “We want everyone to enjoy it.”

For more information on
the nature trail, or how to
volunteer, call Thompson at
963-4020.

cision Measurement Equipment Labo-
ratory, which ensures all measure-
ment tools used on aircraft and
weapon systems are calibrated and
accurate.

Four positions will be added to sup-
port the Special Operations Low Level
mission.

The remaining 10 personnel au-
thorizations will be assigned to sup-
port various base operations.

South Carolina Sen. Strom
Thurmond said the extra C-17s and

personnel should provide an economic
boost to the Charleston area.

“I am very pleased the Charleston
AFB will receive these C-17A planes,”
said Thurmond in a press release.
“These additions clearly indicate how
vital the Charleston base is to the
security of the United States, and the
significance with which the base re-
garded by the U.S. Air Force.”

The additonal C-17s are due in
part to changes associated with Presi-
dent George W. Bush’s fiscal 2002
budget, said Thurmond.  (AFPN.  Staff
Sgt. Pamela Smith, 437 AW Public
Affairs, contributed to this article.)

C-17
continued from page 1
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Charleston Profile

Brain Rish is the 437th Services Squadron Market-
ing publicist.

The son of a retired Navy captain, Rish said he calls
Charleston home, though when growing up, his family
spent time in Hawaii, Mississippi and Virginia, to
name a few.

His job as publicist involves informing the public
about 437 SVS activities and programs.  Rish said he
does this mainly through the newspaper, but he also
uses posters, the 437 SVS Web site and other creative
media to get the message out.

According to Rish, the best part of his job is working
with the marketing team.

“Everybody likes to have fun,” Rish said of his co-
workers.  “That’s what we do.  We help people on base
have fun.  When you work with fun-loving people, it’s
hard not to have fun yourself.”

Rish said there are times when having fun can get
tedious.

“Sometimes it’s difficult to come up with original
ways to tell people about our programs,” he said.  “Like
with ATWIND (Around the World in Ninety Days),
people get tired of hearing the same old stuff.”

Rish, who has been with the 437 SVS for one year,
said he spends his free time like most twenty-some-
thing people.

“I guess my hobbies are Playstation and watching
TV,” he said.

Brian Rish
437th Services Squadron

Photo by Master Sgt. Dan Murphy

Spotlight
Change of command: Col. W. John

Hill will assume command of the 437th

Medical Group from Col. Regina Aune
in a ceremony Aug. 17, 9 a.m., at the
Charleston Club.

Around the base
Shoppette: The Shoppette Gas Sta-

tion will have limited gas pumps avail-
able today and Monday-Aug. 17.  The
Shoppette expects all pumps to be
available Saturday and Sunday, and
anticipates work to be completed by
Aug. 18.

Luncheon: There will be a single
parents luncheon Tuesday, 12:30
p.m., at the Base Chapel Annex.  The
lunch is free, and many resources
will be available for single parents.
For more information, call Chaplain
(Capt.) Michael Newton at 963-2536.

Chief’s Group: The Charleston AFB
Chiefs’ Group will meet Thursday, 11
a.m., at the Charleston Club.  Repre-
sentatives from Heritage Trust will
address the group, and lunch will be
provided.

Clinic closure: The 437th Medical
Group will be closed Aug. 17, 7:30
a.m.-1 p.m., for a change-of-command
ceremony.  All services and depart-
ments will be closed until 1 p.m.,
including the pharmacy.  In case of
an emergency, call 911.  For the on-
call provider, call the 437 MDG an-
swering service at 963-6790.

Police test: The Charlotte-
Mecklenburg Police Department has
entry level openings for qualified ap-
plicants.  The hiring process begins
with the Dantry Entry Level Police
Officers Examination.  The four-part
test, consisting of 169 questions will
be given at the Family Support Cen-
ter Aug. 17, 9 a.m.  Those passing the
test with a 70 percent or better will be
mailed an application.  For more in-
formation, call 1-877-525-6145, ext.
274.

Parenting class: The base clinic is
offering a free, six-session “Common
Sense Parenting” class beginning
Aug. 21, 6:30-8:30 p.m.  The class will
meet for six consecutive Tuesdays.
For more information, call Jim
Hernandez at 963-6504.

School committee: The base school
committee is holding its first meet-
ing for the new school year Aug. 21, 7
p.m., at the Family Support Center.
The meeting is open to all active-duty
parents of students in the tri-county
area.  For more information, call Se-
nior Master Sgt. Terrie Powell at 963-
2202.

STU: All single, unaccompanied
airmen are invited to attend a Stripes
to Uniforms cookout Aug. 28, 5:30-7
p.m., on the dorm campus between
Bldgs. 473 and 466.  There will be free

hot dogs, burgers and sodas.  Airmen
can bring one blue shirt and one BDU
shirt and have stripes sewn on for
free.  For more information, call Tech.
Sgt. Carmen Taylor at 963-6238.

Yokota closure: Due to the upcom-
ing Yokota AB, Japan, runway repair
project, the Air Mobility Command
Patriot Express will not be serving
some installations from Sept. 23, 2001-
July 1, 2002.  As a result, all passen-
ger traffic into Yokota AB will be routed
using commercial carriers into Narita
International Airport, Japan.  Bus
service will be provided to Yokota AB
and other mainland bases.  However,
since pets are not authorized on
buses, passengers should coordinate
separate travel arrangements with
their sponsors.  For more informa-
tion, call the TMO Passenger Move-
ment office at 963-3059.

Consignment shop: The Consign-
ment Shop has reopened after being
closed during July for summer break.
The shop has extended its hours to
include Tuesday nights, 6-8 p.m.
Consigning will be available from 6-
7:30 p.m.  Also, the shop will allow
consignment of 24 items on Tuesday
night instead of the standard 12 items
during the month of August only.  The
Consignment Shop is located in Bldg.
203, Graves Avenue and can be
reached at 963-3294.

Load shedding: Due to high tem-
peratures and humidity experienced
on Charleston AFB, the Energy Man-

agement Control System has initi-
ated its load shedding function.  Load
shedding is a systematic shut down of
electrical loads, such as air condi-
tioners, for short periods of time to
reduce electric power usage.  The
system will continue to activate to
keep CAFB electric usage below a set
maximum point.  All Military Family
Housing air conditioning units and
some industrial facilities on base are
connected to the EMCS.  Housing air
conditioning units are set to shut-
down for a period of seven minutes
and then restart.  This should not
occur more than once per hour.  How-
ever, depending on base-wide elec-
tric usage, it could happen twice in
an hour or not at all.  For more infor-
mation, call Darrell Guidry at 963-
5029.

Stress management: A skill-based,
comprehensive stress management
program is now available on the
Internet.  Titled “Take Charge of Your
Life,” the program has four lessons
and three levels of learning avail-
able.  To use the program, go to
www.charleston.af.mil/437MDG_BS/
TakeChargeO fYourL i f e _ f i l e s/
frame.htm.

Customer service: The 437th Comp-
troller Squadron would like to en-
courage all customers to use their
customer service mailbox, 437cpts
customerservice@charleston.af.mil,
for any military, civilian or travel pay
inquiries.  All e-mails will receive a
response within 24 hours during the

duty week, or by Monday for mes-
sages received on the weekend.

Reunion: Members of the 435th Or-
ganizational Maintenance Squadron
are having a reunion for members
assigned from 1975-1985.  The re-
union will be held Oct.12-14 at Myrtle
Beach.  For more information, call
Stanley Miller at (910) 867-6508, or
email him at flymiller@mindspring.com.

Palace Acquire: The Air Force Per-
sonnel Center is accepting applica-
tions through Aug. 17 for vacancies
in the Palace Acquire Intern Pro-
gram.  The Palace Acquire Program
targets college graduates and offers
two-three years of formal, on-the-job
training in a variety of career fields.
For more information, go to http://
www.afpc.randolph.af.mil/cp/re-
cruit/paq.htm.

Family Support Center
Pre-Deployment Briefing: Monday,

Aug. 20 and 27, 8 a.m., and Thursday,
Aug. 23 and 30, 4 p.m.

Investing A-Z Part II: Monday, 9-
11:30 a.m.

Educational Opportunities Assis-
tance: Tuesday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

TAP 3-Day Workshop: Tuesday-
Thursday, 8 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

Sponsorship Training: Wednesday,
3:30-4:30 p.m.

All workshops are held at the FSC
unless otherwise noted.  For more
information or to register, call the
Family Support Center at 963-4406.
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y Senior Airman Jason Smith
37 AW Public Affairs

The annual base picnic, Family Fun Fest 2001, was held Aug. 3-4
n front of the base theatre.
“Over 1,200 Charleston AFB members turned out on Aug. 3, with
nother 1,500 on Aug. 4.,” said Laura Abell, 437th Services Squad-
on marketing director.
There was something for everyone ranging from pony rides, free
od, prize drawings, games for the children and a free movie.
“We packed the theatre both days,” said Abell.
The dunking tank was a crowd pleaser with many of the com-

manders taking their turn being dunked into the cool water on a
ot day.  Those not getting wet were probably signing up for the
rize drawings.
“We gave away a free DVD, TV and compact stereo both days,”
aid Abell.
Many CAFB members also took the chance to sign up for ATWIND
nd help the base catch up to the leader, McGuire AFB, N.J.
Charleston has moved closer in the ATWIND race but needs ev-
ryone on the base to sign up, including spouses and children.

icnic has somethingicnic has somethingicnic has somethingicnic has somethingicnic has something
for everyonefor everyonefor everyonefor everyonefor everyone

Photo by Staff Sgt. Rodney Umbaugh
Courtney Murphy, 11, daughter of Master Sgt. DanCourtney Murphy, 11, daughter of Master Sgt. DanCourtney Murphy, 11, daughter of Master Sgt. DanCourtney Murphy, 11, daughter of Master Sgt. DanCourtney Murphy, 11, daughter of Master Sgt. Dan
Murphy, 437Murphy, 437Murphy, 437Murphy, 437Murphy, 437ththththth Airlift Wing Public Affairs, tries to put a Airlift Wing Public Affairs, tries to put a Airlift Wing Public Affairs, tries to put a Airlift Wing Public Affairs, tries to put a Airlift Wing Public Affairs, tries to put a
velcro football in the end zone while connected tovelcro football in the end zone while connected tovelcro football in the end zone while connected tovelcro football in the end zone while connected tovelcro football in the end zone while connected to
bungee cord.bungee cord.bungee cord.bungee cord.bungee cord.

Photo by Staff Sgt. Rodney Umbaugh
nt, 437nt, 437nt, 437nt, 437nt, 437ththththth Security Forces commander, race through the Security Forces commander, race through the Security Forces commander, race through the Security Forces commander, race through the Security Forces commander, race through the

Photo by Staff Sgt. Corey Clements
Free trampoline bungee jumping was available for those brave enough to give itFree trampoline bungee jumping was available for those brave enough to give itFree trampoline bungee jumping was available for those brave enough to give itFree trampoline bungee jumping was available for those brave enough to give itFree trampoline bungee jumping was available for those brave enough to give it
a try.a try.a try.a try.a try.



Aug. 10, 2001 Airlift Dispatch 1111111111

COMMENTARY
About the paper

Published by Diggle Publishing, Inc.,
a private firm in no way connected with the
U.S. Air Force, under exclusive written
contract with the 437th Airlift Wing.  This
commercial enterprise Air Force newspa-
per is an authorized publication for mem-
bers of the U.S. military service.

Contents of the Airlift Dispatch are
not necessarily  the official views of, or
endorsed by, the U.S. Government, the
Department of Defense, or the Department
of the Air Force.  The appearance of
advertising in this publication, including
inserts or supplements, does not constitute
endorsement by the DOD,  Air Force, or
Diggle Publishing, Inc., of the products
or services advertised.

Everything advertised in this publi-
cation shall be made available for pur-
chase, use or patronage without regard
to race, color, religion, sex, national
origin, age, marital status, physical
handicap, political affiliation, or any other
nonmerit factor of the purchaser, user or
patron. All photos are Air Force photos
unless identified otherwise.

The deadline for submitting sto-
ries for space-available publication is
noon Friday, preceeding the desired
publication date.  The Airlift Dispatch
reserves the right to edit all copy submitted
for publication.

Classified advertisements
may be referred to Diggle Publish-
ing, Inc., P.O. Box 2014, Mount
Pleasant, S.C., 29465, Phone:
(843) 849-1778 or e-mailed to
sales@islandpapers.com.  Clas-
sified advertisements are free, with
the exception of personal business
ads,  for active duty military mem-
bers and their spouses, retirees
and Reservists.

Editorial content is prepared by the
437th Airlift Wing  Public Affairs Office,
Bldg. 1600, Rm. 223.

Phone: (843) 963-5608
Fax:  (843) 963-5604.
Mail to: 437 AW PAI
102 East Hill Blvd.
Charleston AFB, SC 29404-5154
 or send to:
 dispatch@charleston.af.mil

Dispatch
A  I  R  L  I  F  T

Deadlines

Advertising

437 AW Commander
Col. Vern M. “Rusty”

Findley II

Chief, Public Affairs
Lt. Col. Edmund Memi

Editor
Senior Airman Jason Smith

Staff Writer
Staff Sgt. Melanie Streeter

Photo Support
Base Visual Information Center

Editorial Staff

Address/Numbers

By Col. Rusty Findley
437 AW commander

For those who made an appearance at the base
picnic Friday and Saturday, there were a lot of
great activities for everyone to enjoy.  It was a
fun-filled afternoon for everyone, and there was a
very good turnout compared to last year.  We
could not have done it without the superb support
of our 437th and 315th Services Squadrons “Can
Do” crews.  A special thanks to John Hattel,
Laura Abell and Pat Simpson of 437 SVS for all
their hard work in pulling together an event of
this magnitude.  It was a true team effort be-
tween the 437 and 315 SVS.  We have a lot of
great people doing great things for our folks.

We’re still chasing McGuire AFB, N.J., as part
of the ATWIND campaign, even after the picnic.
We are in the final stretch as the campaign
closes down at midnight Aug. 31, but we are only
a few percentage points behind.  I know we can
beat them.  Don’t forget, family members, retir-
ees and reservists can all register to win prizes.
We get credit if they play only two game pieces.
Staff Sgt. Mark Lewald, 437th Operations Sup-
port Squadron, recently won a $1,000 instant
prize.  Play ATWIND and you too could be an
instant winner!

I guess I have to eat a little crow because of the softball
game Aug. 3 between the Chiefs and Colonels.  It was a
hard fought battle and I am not a sore loser.  I guess the
best team won, but there is always next year.  The game
was a lot of fun and I appreciate everyone showing up to
cheer us and the Chiefs on.  There was a lot of good cama-
raderie during the game.  For more details about the
game, see the article on page 15.

We were pleased to host several hundred members of
the 82nd Airborne Division Association as part of their
annual convention held in Charleston Wednesday-Sunday.
There was a successful jump of about 300 paratroopers on
the airfield from our C-17s Thursday morning.  A special
thanks to Maj. Don Schaffer, chief of tactics, and Maj.
Ralph Standbrook, ground liaison officer, for arranging
the visit of the 82 AB and the airdrop demonstration.  It
was a great way for the Air Force to honor many of the
soldiers who gave their all, going all the way back to the D-
Day invasion of June 6, 1944.

We deployed about 100 people Saturday for Inspector
General Exercise 3A at a Fixed Operating Base at Hunter
Army Airfield in Savannah, Ga., Fort Campbell, Ky., and
Pope AFB, N.C.  The bulk of the active-duty folks deployed
to Hunter AAF, while the Reservists went to Pope AFB and
Fort Campbell.

We deployed members of the 437th Aerial Port Squadron,
437th Operations Support Squadron, 437th Security Forces
Squadron and 38th Aerial Port Squadron.  You could see in
their eyes that they were going down there well-trained
and ready to show the inspectors their stuff.  There was no
doubt in my mind that they were motivated and ready to do
a great job!

A special thanks to the folks who helped get them out of
town.  They did an exceptional job.  A special thanks to Lt.
Col. Kerm Getz and Pete Kurth of the 437th Airlift Wing
Plans, Capt. Robin McKinley of the Military Personnel Flight
and all the functional areas that formed the processing line.

At Monday’s staff meeting, it was my honor to recognize
James Doswell III, 16, as the Charleston AFB Youth of the
Year and AMC’s runner up.  He plans to study electrical
engineering at the University of North Carolina.  Con-
gratulations!

I was pleased, as always, to recognize our Diamond Sharp
recipients for August on Tuesday.  Receiving top honors for
going beyond what’s required were:  Staff Sgt. Jerome
Mack, 437th Security Forces Squadron; Senior Airman Gary
Spencer, 437th Aerial Port Squadron; Airman 1st Class
Tedrick Taylor, 437th Supply Squadron; and Airman 1st

Base picnic a huge success; we’re catching McGuire in ATWIND

Class Ian Walston, 437th Maintenance Squadron.
We have some major personnel changes coming up in

August and September.  We will bid farewell to Col. Regina
and Bjorn Aune, 437th Medical Group commander, who will
become the commander of the medical group at Kirkland
AFB, N.M.  Regina has led the charge for the past four
years at CAFB, as medical care has undergone a series of
sweeping changes by Congress.  We owe a lot to her!  She
has done an outstanding job of leading our medical team
through some pretty tumultuous times in Air Force medi-
cal care.  We are going to miss the Aunes greatly.

Maj. David Rowland will assume command of the 437th

Contracting Squadron from Lt. Col. Paul Braunbeck Sept.
7, 10 a.m., in the Charleston Club.  Braunbeck will become
our new 437th Airlift Wing director of wing staff.  Congratu-
lations to Paul on this move up and I know he will do a
fantastic job.  We also welcome Lt. Col. Brian Trout on
board as our new 437th Airlift Wing Inspector General.
Brian comes to the IG from the 14th Airlift Squadron.

I encourage everyone to come out Aug. 15 to watch a
free Riverdogs baseball game at 7:05 p.m., as part of a
special military appreciation night.  The Riverdogs will
play the Crawdads.  The voucher tickets are available at
Public Affairs and Outdoor Recreation, and can be ex-
changed for a general admission ticket.  We appreciate the
great support that the Riverdogs give to our military mem-
bers.  Hope to see you at the game.

We are hosting an Air Force Birthday Ball golf tourna-
ment Aug. 17.  This is a fund-raiser to bring down the cost
for our junior enlisted members.  Cost for the golf tourney
is $15 plus green fees.  This will include range balls and a
late barbecue lunch with beverages.  The lunch will be
after the tournament.  There will be prizes for first-third
place finishers, as well as door prizes.  The rules will be
“best ball,” and the tee time is 1 p.m.  We hope to have a
good turnout for the tournament and we are looking for-
ward to the Air Force Birthday Ball Sept. 14.

I would like to conclude by thanking Capt. Joe Golovach,
15th Airlift Squadron, for serving as my trip coordinator on a
recent C-17 flight throughout the European theater.  It was
an excellent opportunity to interact with our aircrews and
see their pride, professionalism and passion in action.  I am
always impressed.  I also got a chance on this recent trip to
do some of my European director of mobility forces duties
and interact with some of the folks that I would have to
work with if called up during a contingency.

It is great to serve at the premier airlift wing on the
face of the planet.  Keep up the good work!
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Off duty--Around town

Sports:
Riverdogs: Tuesday-Aug. 17, 7:05 p.m., vs. Hickory.  Wednesday is Military

Appreciation Night.  Free ticket vouchers for Wednesday’s game are available
at the Information, Tickets and Tours office in the Outdoor Recreation
Center.  For more information about the free vouchers, call 764-7601.  For
more information about other games, call 577-DOGS.

Battery: Tonight, 7:30 p.m., vs. Toronto.  For more information, call 971-
GOAL.

Summerville Speedway: Saturday, NASCAR Super Trucks, plus four NASCAR
divisions, bicycle, scooter and Super Mini Truck races, and a special
appearance by the Hobby Town USA Remote Control Racers.  Gates open at 5
p.m., race starts at 7 p.m.  For more information, call 871-8331.

Tickets for sports events, as well as many other attractions in the area,
may be available at a discount price for active duty military, reservists,
military retirees, Department of Defense civilians and their dependants
from the Outdoor Recreation Center.  For more information and for
prices, call the Information, Tickets and Tours Program at 963-5271.

Entertainment:
Live music: Breakfast Club performs today at the Alive After Five weekly

concert series, 5-9:15 p.m., Maritime Center, 10 Wharfside Dr.  The perfor-
mance costs $5 at the door.  For more information, call 856-9922.

Live music: Lucky Town and Danielle Howle and the Tantrums perform
tonight at the Windjammer, 1008 Ocean Blvd., Isle of Palms.  Tickets cost $6.
For more information, call 886-8948.

Theater: “Tony and Tina’s Wedding,” an Italian wedding comedy, complete
with a pasta buffet dinner, plays tonight and Saturday, 7:30 p.m., at the
Brookgreen Town Center, 730 Coleman Blvd., Mt. Pleasant.  Tickets are $20.
For more information, call 856-1579.

Live music: Secrets with Leroy Love performs tonight at the Music Farm,
32 Ann Street. Sheldon plays Aug. 18, and Stewart and Winfield play Aug. 20.
All three shows start at 10 p.m., and admissions is $5.

Events:
Art reception: Opening reception for new works by Jeff Kopish, Hattie

Krobsberg, Lin Jay, Moon Longo and Ann Yancy tonight, 4-8 p.m., 62 B Queen
St.  Admission is free.  For more information, call 577-5688.

Kayak: Relax after the workday touring Charleston’s harbor tonight, 6-9:30
p.m.  The event is available for ages 16 and older.  Tickets are $25 for
Charleston County residents and $37.50 for non-residents.  For more infor-
mation or to register, call 795-4FUN.

Second Saturday: See artisans working with wood, leather and rugs, a hand
spinner, beekeepers and metalsmiths, make crafts and more Saturday, 10
a.m.-1 p.m., at the Charleston Museum, 135 Meeting St.  Tickets are $4 for
children, $8 for adults and free for museum members.  For more information,
call 722-2996, ext. 236.

Nature walk: Tour Caw Caw’s natural history filled with reptiles, insects,
fungi, plants and more Sunday, 5-7 p.m., at Ravenel Caw Caw Interpretive
Center.  Tickets are $4 for adults, $2 for children and seniors.  Chaperones
are required for children under 15 years old.  For more information or to
register, call 795-4FUN.

Art grants: The LowCountry Arts Grant Program provides assistance for
professional or career development for individual artist and staff of cultural
organizations in Berkeley, Charleston and Dorchester counties.  The filing
deadline is Wednesday.  Applications can be picked up at the City of
Charleston Cultural Affairs Office, 133 Church St., or North Charleston
Cultural Affairs Program Office, Sterett Hall on the Navy Base.

Listings are published on a space-available basis at the discretion of
the editor of the Airlift Dispatch.  Events listed are subject to change
without notice.  Those interested in attending an event should call ahead
to confirm the date and time.  To submit an event for Off duty, send a fax
with all pertinent information and a call-back number to 963-5604.
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Chapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel scheduleChapel schedule

107 Arthur Drive
Office hours: 7:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., Monday-

Friday.
Phone: 963-2536.  After duty hours, call the

command post at 963-2531 for emergencies only.
Catholic Services
Saturday -- 4 p.m. Reconciliation, 5 p.m. Mass.
Sunday -- 9:30 a.m. Mass, 9:30 a.m. Children’s

Church.
Weekdays -- 11:30 a.m. Mass, Sacrament of

Baptism pre-baptismal classes are held the first
Sunday of each month at 11 a.m. in the Chapel
Annex.  For Sacrament of Marriage, call the Catho-
lic chaplain six months prior to the wedding.

Protestant Services
Sunday -- 9:30 a.m. Sunday School in Bldg. 245,

11 a.m. Traditional Worship Service, 11 a.m.
Children’s Church.

Thursday -- 7 p.m. Praise and Worship contem-
porary service.

Buddhist: Columbia Shambhala Meditation
Center, Suite 109, Columbia, S.C.  29405.

Orthodox: Holy Trinity, Greek Orthodox Church,
30 Race St., Charleston, S.C.  Phone:  577-2063.

Jewish: Call Jewish Lay Leader: Senior Airman
David Winner at 963-8041.

Islamic: Al-Jami Ar-Rasheed, 1998 Hugo Ave.,
Charleston Heights, S.C.  Phone: 554-1773.

Admission prices:
Adults/Children --  99 cents

Any child under 17 years of age requires
a parent or adult guardian (21 years old) to
purchase an admission ticket for the minor child to view R-
rated movies.  The ticket office opens 30 minutes prior to
start of movie, unless otherwise noted.

Movie schedules are provided by AAFES.  Patrons
should call 963-3333 to verify movie titles, running
times and start times, which are subject to change.

Movie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie scheduleMovie schedule

Today, 7:30 p.m.
“Dr. Dolittle 2” – Eddie Murphy

Dr. Dolittle’s animal friends want more than
office visits.  They want to save their forest from
unscrupulous human developers.  Dolittle and
company give the money-hungry land-grabbers a
taste of real bargaining power, wilderness style.
(PG) 88 minutes

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.
“Crazy Beautiful” – Kirsten Dunst

She’s an uptown girl who has everything but
values nothing.  He’s a downtown boy who has
nothing but values.  As powerful forces conspire to
pull them apart, the young lovers must decide
whether to run from their problems or make a
stand and try to find common ground.  (PG-13) 95
minutes

Aug. 17, 7:30 p.m.
“A.I.: Artificial Intelligence” – Haley Joel Osment

Sometime in the future of the 21st century,
mankind depends upon computers with artificial
intelligence to maintain our way of life.  Man has
also found new friends in A.I. in the form of robots
that are used for a variety of functions.  A boy robot
is on an emotional journey toward becoming some-
thing more.  (PG-13) 146 minutes
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Fitness & SportsFitness & SportsFitness & SportsFitness & SportsFitness & Sports

Story and photo by
Master Sgt. Dan Murphy
437 AW Public Affairs

After a three-year hiatus from
the winner’s circle, the Chiefs
downed the Colonels, 17-16, in a
highly contested game Friday at
Field 2.

The seesaw battle for bragging
rights ended with the Chiefs on top
after seven innings.

“We went back and forth every
inning,” said Chief Master Sgt.
Harvey Hampton, 437th Airlift Wing
command chief master sergeant.  “I
have waited a long time for this
victory.  It was a game worthy of
paid attendance.”

Hampton said he was looking
forward to presenting the traveling
trophy back to Col. Rusty Findley,
437 AW commander.  The trophy
consists of a softball with the score
of last years 26-4 thrashing by the
Colonels written on the cover.  The
score from the latest game will also
appear on the ball.

“There were no heroes, just team
work,” said Hampton.  “The spirit
and camaraderie we developed was
more inspirational than the game

Chiefs humble Colonels, 17-16: Two teams fight tight battle in annual game
with Chiefs avenging previous losses
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itself.”
The game, held in conjunction

with the base picnic, is always a
crowd pleaser.  This years close
battle was no exception.

“I think it was very competitive,”
said Chief Master Sgt. Bobby
Robinson, 437th Aerial Port Squad-
ron superintendent.  “We hadn’t
won in three years and now the
pressure is back on the Colonels.  I
wonder if they can handle the
pressure for a whole year.”

Retention issues were brought
up as other possible reasons for the
outcome of the game.

“I think it (game) will do wonders
for retention,” said Lt. Col. Bruce
Alexander, 437th Services Squadron
commander.  “Senior Master Sgt.
Matt Harless, 437 AW career assis-
tance advisor, said retention num-
bers for enlisted were down, so we
thought we would give them hope by
letting the chiefs win.

“It was a good game.  The two or
three practices they had helped
them out,” said Alexander.

Both teams will have plenty of
time for practice before next year’s
match, tentatively scheduled to
take place in August 2002.


